Blanks Level Questions
From: Blank, M., Rose, S. A., and Berlin, L. J. The Language of Learning: The preschool Years. New York: Grune & Stratton, 1978.

Level I: MATCHING PERCEPTION
This category represents those language demands in which the child basically has only to respond to or report on salient perceptual information, that is, to apply language to information that ordinarily captures his attention.

Examples:


1. Scanning for a matching object (Find one like this…)


2. Identifying an object by sound (Show me what you heard…)


3. Identifying an object by touch (Show me what you touched…)


4. Naming an object heard (What did you hear?)


5. Naming an object touched (What did you touch?)


6. Naming an object seen (What is this?)


7. Imitating a simple sentence (Say this…)


8. Remembering pictured objects (What did you see?)


9. Remembering incidental information (What did you see?)

Level II: SELECTIVE ANALYSIS OF PERCEPTION
This group, like the first, represents demands in which the children can continue to attend solely to the material before them.  In this category, however, the demands require the children to focus more selectively on the material. 

Examples:


1. Scanning for an object defined by its function (Find one that can…)


2. Describing a scene (What is happening?)


3. Recalling items named in a statement (What things…?)


4. Recalled information from a statement (Who? What? Where?)


5. Completing a sentence (Finish this…)

6. Concepts: naming characteristics and functions of objects (Tell me its…)


7. Concepts: attending to 2 characteristics (Find the one that is…and…)


8. Concepts: identifying differences (How are these different?) (can see objects)


9. Concepts: citing an example within a category (Name something that…)

Level III: REORDERING PERCEPTION
In this level, language can no longer be mapped simply onto the children’s perceptions; instead, their perceptions are reordered and restructured according to the language constraints that are imposed.

Examples:

1. Scanning for an object by integrating verbal and visual information (Find one to use with this)
2.  Describing events subsequent to a scene (What will happen next?)
3.  Assuming the role of another person (What could he say?)
4.  Following a set of directions (Do this, then this…)
5.  Arranging pictures in a sequence (Make these into…)
6.  Formulating a set of directions (Tell me how…)
7.  Formulating a generalization about a set of events (What [same thing] happened to all of these?) 
8.  Formulating a statement to unify a sequence of pictures (Tell this story…)
9. Concepts: identifying similarities (How are these the same?)
10. Concepts: selecting an object by exclusion (What else…)
11. Concepts: citing an example by excluding a specific object (Name something that is
not a …)
12. Concepts: citing an example by excluding a call of objects (Name something that is not a…)
13. Concepts: defining words (What is a…?)


14. Unusual imitations (say: “What does a dog say?”)

Level IV: REASONING ABOUT PERCEPTION
This category represents those complex verbal problems that require the child to reason about what may, might, could or would happen to material under a stated set of conditions. On these tasks, the child must go beyond what he can perceive directly and both discern the relationships among objects and events and formulate explicitly the reasons and logic responsible for these relationships.
Examples:

1. Predicting: changes in position (Where will…)

2. Predicting: changes in structure (What will happen if…)

3. Justify a prediction (Why will…)

4. Justifying a decision; Essential characteristics (Why wouldn’t it…)

5. Justifying a decision; Nonessential characteristics (Why would it…)

6. Identifying the causes of an event (What made it happen?)

7. Formulating a solution (What could you do?)

8. Formulating a solution from another’s perspective (What could she do?)

9. Selecting the means to a goal (What could we use?)

10. Explaining the means to a goal (Why should we use that?)

11. Explaining the construction of objects (Why is ___made of that?)

Preschool Language Assessment Inventory (PLAI) (Blank, Rose, & Berlin)

Four levels of question answering ability based on the “distance” between language and perception.

Level 1
Matching Perception



The answer is immediately perceived



1.  Labeling action or event “What is this?”



2.  Requesting-“Give me the ____.”  “Find another ____.”  (sameness)


3.  Identification by sight, sound, touch



4.  Imitation or repetition—verbal or motor

Level 2
Selective analysis of experience



1.  Attributes-“What color are ___?”



2.  Possession- “Whose ___ is this?  “Who wears ____?”



3.  Location



4.  Comparison of objects- “Which one is bigger?”



5.  Function- “What can you cut with?”



6.  Integration of several objects, actions, events-“What is happening in this 


     picture?”



7.  Simple prediction- “What do you think happened next?”  “What might they 


     buy at a supermarket?”



8.  Completion- “I like to eat ___.”



9.  Difference

Level 3
Requires reordering of experience



1. Sequence of material



2. Defining by exclusion- “Which one is not used for cutting?”



3. Taking a role- “What would you do if you were a bunny?”  “What should you 


     say if you want candy?”



4.  Negative Terms- “What is not something you eat?”


5.  Prediction- “What might happen after that?”



6.  3 part commands: listen to all and then do



7.  Inhibiting the typical response- “What other colors could grapes be besides 


     purple?”

Level 4
Requires reasoning about experience—mental distance



1.  Formulation of a solution to a problem—“How could you find out if the store 


     is open?” “What could you use to ____?”



2.  Justification- “Why were they all scared?”



3.  Identification of cause-“Why was the car moving slowly?”



4.  Speculation- “What would happen if ___?”

