ASSESSMENT OF SPONTANEOUS AND INDEPENDENT 
EXPRESSIVE COMMUNICATION
The communication assessment is done in the form of an unsolicited, intentional communication sample taken over a period of time, across several settings. The sample targets four main components of communication:

· How the child communicates (system or level)

· Where does the child communicate (context)

· What is the child intending to communicate (function)

· What function the communication is serving (request, refusal, comment)
I. Systems or levels of expressive communication


a. Tantrums



1. Reactive



2. Directive


b. Gestures or motoric


c. Objects (real then symbolic)

d. Pictures (digital then symbolic - colored or black/white)

e. Words (commercially printed or hand written)

f. Sign Language


g. Expressive communication—the child’s own

II. Contexts - the different situations in which people communicate


a. Food


b. Work


c. Play


d. Routines

III. Function - the general purpose we have in mind when we communicate


a. Request


b. Reject/refuse


c. Getting attention


d. Commenting


e. Giving information


f. Seeking information


g. Other: expressing feelings, social routines

COMMUNICATIVE FUNCTIONS

1.  Requesting


The client conveys the message that he wants someone else to give him an object, 
perform an action for him, or give him permission to take an object himself or do 
something that he wishes to do. There is an expectation that this will happen 
immediately.  



Example: Points to an object, “juice”; “I want cookie”; pulls teacher to record 


player; “wants tickle”; “I need help”; touches object and looks for consent to play 


with it; “bathroom” (wanting to go to bathroom); “go play” (after finishing work)

2.  Getting Attention

The client indicates that he wants another person to look at him when he does not already 
have that person’s attention.



Example: taps teacher on shoulder; “Mom”; rings bell

3.  Rejecting/Refusing


The client rejects objects offered to him, rejects the action of another person (for 
example, tells the other person to stop) or refuses to comply with a request that has been 
made of him.



Example: pushes juice away, “no”; “stop”; shakes head “no”

4.  Commenting


The client points out characteristics of himself, other people, or objects that are readily 
apparent to the listener and pertain to the immediate environment.



Example: holds up object to show someone; “that’s my coat”; “finished” (when 


teacher is nearby); “up” as she climbs a ladder; “John push truck”; points to 


another client engaging in some activity. 

5.  Giving Information


The client tells another person something that is not obvious tot that other person. This 
may involve reporting on some activity of himself or another person that happened in the 
past or which is expected to happen in the future. It may also involve giving an answer to 
a question which was a true request for information, and not a question to which the other 
person knew the answer. 

Examples:  
· “I watched TV last night.”

· T: Do you like peas?  S: Yes

· T: Where did you put your pennies? S: Points to desk where pennies are.

6.  Seeking Information


The client conveys the message that he wants another person to tell him something which 
he needs or wants to know.



Example: “Where ball”; “When lunch”; searches for object, looks to 



parent/teacher for information

7.  Other

a. Expressing Feelings


The client indicates how he feels, physically or emotionally; this may also involve 

indicating likes, dislikes, or personal preferences.



Example: takes adult’s hand, puts it on part of body that is hurt; “angry”; 



“stomach hurts.”


b. Social Routines


Example: “Hi” as greeting; “Bye” as farewell; “thank you”, etc.
